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Broome  to  lead  MBCB 
Executive  Committee 

By  William  H.  Parkins  Jr.  ■  Daniel  Heeringa,  pasto 

Editor  First  Church,  Houston. 


owood  Church,  Amory. 

■  Gary  Wyatt,  pastor,  North 
Morton  Church,  Morton. 

MBCB  Officers: 

■  Mark  Vincent  pastor, 


TOUGH  ROAD  AHEAD  —  Jasusa  Booc  on  northern  Cebu  Island  cradles  her  one-month-old 
baby  Ella  Mae  aa  aha  and  others  in  the  Filipino  village  of  Bangon  recount  Typhoon  Haiyan's 
Nov.  8  rampage  and  ponder  the  struggle  ahead  to  recover.  Southern  Baptists  have  begun  re¬ 
sponding  wfth  personnel  who  ware  already  on  the  ground  and'a'Rfpid  Assessment  Them  that 


NEW  OFFICERS  -  Elected  Nov.  19  as  officers  of  the  Mississip¬ 
pi  Baptist  Convention  Board's  Executive  Committee  for  2013-14 
were  (from  left)  Hardy  Denham,  member  of  Main  Street  Church, 
Hattiesburg,  recording  secretary;  Doug  Broome,  pestor  of  first 
Church.  Natchez,  chain  and  Lloyd  Sweat!,  pastor  of  Meadowood 
Church,  Amory,  vice  chair  (Photo  by  William  H.  Perkins  Jr.) 
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It’s  about  vision  and  mission 


k>  create  a  culture  in  your  church, 
business,  or  nonprofit  organization, 
you  must  be  clear  about  two  things 
ur  vision  and  mission. 


Guest  opinion 

with  Andy  Wilson 


or  what  you  want  to  become.  Mission  tells 
you  why  your  church,  business,  or  non¬ 
profit  organization  exists  and  what  it  does. 
An  organization's  culture,  then,  is  the  set  of 


1™*“ to  st  ai  Wl?r2 

vision,  or  mission  statement,  is  clear.  “As 

a  convention  of  churches,  our  missional  Walton,  former  CEO  David  Glass,  and 

vision  is  to  present  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  former  vice  chairman  Don  Soderquist 
Christ  to  every  person  in  the  world  and  to  leaders  who  had  a  passion  for  their 

make  disciples  of  all  the  nations.’  purpose  and  who  consistently  practiced 

When  your  mission  and  vision  are  *,r  values- 
clear,  then  you  establish  a  set  of  core  I was  taught  to  lead  from  my  heart  as 

values.  Core  values  are  how  we  behave,  weH  as  my  head  and  to  build  long-term 
and  how  we  treat  each  other.  These  values  relationships  with  our  associates,  vendors, 
are  our  guiding  principles.  They  guide  and  customers.  Leadership  is  relation- 
us  in  our  derision-making  processes  and  ships,  and  we  had  the  self-discipline  to 
help  align  our  derisions  with  the  future  we  get  results  as  we  integrated  our  business 
want  our  organization  to  experience.  conversation  with  our  values  conversation. 

For  Southern  Baptists,  our  core  values  You  can  have  the  courage  to  do  the 

are:  right  thing  and  the  courage  to  change 

.  the  culture  around  you.  It  will  takehard 

£  ?  '^eneSS  work  and,  most  of  all,  teamwork.  That  is 

■  why  we  must  step  boldly  into  our  leader- 

■  o  its  ship  role  in  the  church  or  the  organiza- 

■  Relationships.  tion  we  lead  with  passion  to  unite  others 

■  F  rh  around  us. 

■  i  Authentic  leaders  know  true  north. 

■  Kingdom  They  have  a  moral  compass  and  are  pre- 

™  pared  to  stay  the  course  despite  chal- 

We  as  individual  Christians  can  impact  „"ges  and  "“PPOMtments.  1*7  are 
our  church  and  organizational  culture  more  concemea  about  serving  others 
through  our  vision,  mission,  and  values  than  they.are  about  their  own  success 

sassstes&issgL  15®“-=.-^- 

told  them,  “You  are  thesah  of  the  earth 

and  the  light  of  the  world"  (Matthew  5: 13-  *?  *?“2*a  worthy  goat,  wtien  ye*  crew 

nc-  the  finish  line  together  there  is  a  deep  sat- 

14J.  Jesus  gave  us.  isfiKrtion  that  it^as  your  leadership  that 

■  Grace.  made  the  difference. 

■  Unconditional  love.  As  pastors,  ministers,  lay  leaders, 

■  Forgiveness.  and  business  leaders,  our  goal  is  wor¬ 

thy  to  reach  America  and  the  world  for 
As  Christians,  since  we  have  expert-  Jesus  Christ, 
enced  these  values  we  can’t  help  but  share 

the  wonder  of  His  grace,  His  love,  and  Wilson  is  executive  leader  of  ministry 

His  forgiveness  with  others.  As  we  share,  and  operations  at  Cross  Church  in  Spring  - 
display  love  to  those  around  us,  forgive  dale,  Ar.,  and  a  member  of  the  Southern 
our  neighbor,  and  act  in  grace  to  those  Baptist  Convention  Executive  Committee. 
who  offend  us,  we  gently  salt  and  flavor  He  is  the  former  head  of  Walmart’s  hu- 
the  culture  around  us.  man  resources  division. 


Whose  side  are  you  on? 


Another  football  season  is  words  spoken  about  one  of  our 

about  to  pass  since  the  scan-  churches  in  Mississippi:  “Our 
dal  at  Penn  State  erupted.  We  most  saddening  and  sobering 

all  remember  the  storyline.  Jerry  findii  . .  " 

Sandusky  worked  for  decades  for  the  si 
the  school’s  icon,  head  football  victir 
coach  Joe  Paterno,  who  himself  of  thi 
had  been  coaching  at  the  univer-  Lei 

sity  since  the  1960s.  Sandusky  was  ears  f 
convicted  of  molesting  young  boys 
allegedly  using  his  infliience  in  the 
athletic  department  to  groom  and 
seduce  the  children. 

The  sordid  details  of  what  went 
on  in  the  showers  of  the  athletic 
department,  hvthe  basement  of 
the  Sandusky  home,  or  road  trips 
with  the  Penn  State  football  team, 
and  who  knows  where  else  are  too 
repulsive  to  describe  in  a  fam¬ 
ily  newspaper.  Suffice  to  say  that 
many  young  lives  were  irrevocably 
altered  by  the  evil  actions  of  this 
man  they  trusted. 
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Missionaries  ride  out  historic 
storm  in  Philippines  -  literally 


fraid  at  times,  remained  sealed,  preserving  a 
after  surge  of  turkey  they  had  purchased  for  the 
their  home,  upcoming  holidays, 
coming  up,  However,  instead  of  keeping 
the  turkey  for  themselves,  the 
Millers  gave  it  to  their  neighbors 
who  were  struggling  to  feed  their 

.  _  -  -  family.  The  neighbors  prepared 

cape  their  flooding  house.  “Hon-  the  turkey  and  insisted  the  Millers 
ey,  we  can't  get  out.  If  we  get  out,  join  them  for  turkey  adobo.  (Ado- 
we  will  die,"  Carl  replied.  bo  is  a  popular  seasoning  used  in 

The  typhoon’s  winds  were  so  the  Philippines.) 
strong  that  they  broke  gauges  used  A  Christmas  warehouse  re- 
to  measure  their  speed.  As  the  leased  its  storage  of  queso.  maca- 
Millers  weathered  tne  onslaught  roni,  and  canned  fruit  cocktail, 
in  their  home,  a  close  friend  dung  The  Millers  and  their  neighbors 
to  the  rafters  of  what  remained  ate  them  as  side  dishes, 
of  his  house,  hanging  on  for  dear  This  is  our  Thanksgiving  tur- 
life  as  wave  after  wave  pummeied  key.  We  are  giving  thanks  that 
him.  He  miraculously  survived.  we  all  survived,”  Suzie  told  her 


Suzie  Miller  gripped  the  mattress  Suzie  said. 

floating  on  the  secon?  level  of  her  water  pun  _ _ 

rapidly  flooding  home,  not  know-  “When  the  water  was  coming  up, 
ing  whether  she  and  her  husband  we  had  no  idea  if  we  were  going  to 
would  survive  Typhoon  Haiyan.  survive  or  not,”  she  said. 

Suzie  and  her  husband  Carl,  Susie  suggested  to  Carl  that 
among  26  International  Mission  they  crawl  out  the  window  to  es- 
Board  (IMB)  missionaries  in  Phil¬ 
ippines,  knew  they  were  exactly 
where  God  wanted  them  during 
the  massive  storm.  The  entire  ex¬ 
perience,  Suzie  said,  was  a  testa¬ 
ment  to  God's  provision  and  the 
power  of  prayer. 

As  the  Nov.  8  typhoon  en¬ 
gulfed  the  Tacloban  peninsula 
where  they'  minister,  Suzie  said 
it  sounded  like  a  semitrailer  was 
passing.  The  torrential  wind  and 


storm  suige  waves  pushed  inland  said.  “My  husband,  he  was  such  a 
from  the  ocean.  dear,  he  said, 'You  know,  we  just 

The  first  thing  Suzie  grabbed  pray  and  ask  God  to  save  us  and 
was  a  prayer  journal  she  has  had  that  is  all  we  can  do." 
since  college.  Upstairs,  the  Millers  Suzie  said  they  started  praying 
climbed  with  their  two  dogs  onto  out  loud.  “I've  heard  of  folks  cry- 
the  mattress  floating  in  the  water  ing  out  to  God,  and  that  is  what  we 
in  their  bedroom.  did.  [We  were]  crying  out  to  God." 

They  had  just  returned  from  After  the  Millers  cried  out  to 
Cebu  City,  where  they  had  the  op-  God,  the  water  began  to  recede 
tion  to  remain  until  the  typhoon  but  another  wave  soon  poured 
passed.  They  believed  God  want-  in.  The  couple  continued  praying, 
ed  them  to  go  home  to  Tacloban.  The  water  receded  and  did  not 
For  Sroae's  birthday  on  Nov.  rise  again. 

3,  her  son  and  daughter-in-law  “We  saw  all  of  our  furniture 

bought  Dr  Pepper  soft  drinks  —  a  floating  around  and  then  it  aO 

rare  treat  in  the  Philippines  and  a  settled  down,"  Suzie  said.  “God 

favorite  of  the  Millers.  IMB  mis-  saved  us." 

sionaries  Stan  and  Dottie  Smith 

also  had  given  the  Millers  some  «  __i 

Dr  Peppers  as  a  birthday  present  A  real  Thanksgiving 

Stranded  on  their  mattress.  After  the  rain  and  water 
Suzie  said  she  and  Carl  felt  like  subsided,  the  Millers  crawled 

they  were  dying  of  thirst  as  the  out  a  window  but  quickly  re¬ 
wind  and  rain  torpedoed  their  treated  back  inside  because  the 

home.  Prior  to  the  storm,  Su-  wind  was  still  so  powerful  that 

zie  placed  three  Dr  Peppers  on  it  hurt  when  it  hit  their  skin.  A 

a  desk.  As  the  water  rose  in  their  car  was  washed  up  against  their 

room,  the  Dr  Peppers  floated  back  door.  The  Millers'  car  was 

over  to  the  mattress.  wedged  in  their  fence. 

“We  just  opened  a  Dr  Pepper  Tne  couch  was  on  top  of 
and  shared  it,*  Suzie  said.  “Tnere  the  piano.  The  china  cabinet 

is  nothing  that  helps  you  out  like  fell,  one  end  propped  against 

drinking  Dr  Pepper  in  a  storm."  a  stationaiy  bike.  The  only 

dishes  that  broke  were  cheaper 
items  purchased  recently.  The 
33-year-old  dishes  from  their 
wedding  survived  unscathed. 


HELP  ARRIVES  -  InTedo- 
ban,  Philippines,  where  Inter¬ 
national  Mission  Board;  mis¬ 
sionaries  Suzie  and  Carl -Miller 
(left  photo)  live  and  minister. 
Typhoon  Haiyan  generated 
almost  complete  destruction. 
Relief  aid  has  begun  to  arrive 
by  helicopter  in  the  region  of 
the  storm's  greatest  devasta¬ 
tion  in  the  island  nation.  IBP 
photo  courtesy  of  Philippines 
Official  Gazette) 


corpses  of  the  family  remained 
inside,  crushed. 

Entire  communities  were 
wiped  out  Cars  were  upside  down. 
A  mini-semitrailer  rested  on  top 
of  a  tree.  Around  the  beach  ar- 
members  were  alive  and  well.  pas,  onlv  coconut  trees  remained, 

neighbors.  “It  really  was  thanks-  “It  was  a  great  time  to  see  Gnarled  steel  girders  protruded 
giving  for  survival.’'  Filipinos  care  for  each  other,  from  spaces  where  buildings  once 

The  neighbors  in  the  immedi-  Suzie  said.  “It  is  kind  of  like  Acts  stood.  People  tried  to  bathe  in 

ate  vicinity  all  survived.  —  everyone  had  everything  in  standing  water  on  the  road. 

common,  and  no  one  had  any-  “it  was  just  destruction  even 
oof  inn  thing  that  was  their  own."  where  you  looked,"  Suzie  said. 

Gommufliry  in  action  Suzie  said  she  never  doubted  The  Millers  knew  they  were 

Through  the  experience,  Suzie  the  decision  to  return  to  Tacloban.  being  blanketed  in  prayer.  Prior 

said  she  learned  the  true  meaning  “It  wasn’t  ‘Oh  why.  oh  why  did  we  to  the  storm,  they  sent  an  email 

of  community.  come  back?"  she  said.  “It  was  just  to  their  network  of  churches  in 

Five  Bible  school  students  a  peace.”  South  Carolina  and  Texas  asking 

in  need  of  shelter  stayed  with  It  was  important  to  go  through  for  prayer.  They  also  had  request  - 
the  Millers  during  the  weekend,  the  tragedy  with  her  neighbors,  ed  prayer  from  their  extended 
helped  muck  out  the  mud,  and  Suae  said,  rather  than  leaving  and  family. ' 

moved  and  cleaned  furniture.  letting  the  neighbors  go  through  E-mail  inboxes  buzzed  with 

The  neighbors  shared  their  the  tragedy  alone.  If  they  did  that,  prayers  and  well-wishes  for  the 
washing  boards  and  soap  with  she  said,  you  come  back  as  an  Millers,  as  did  Facebook  and 
Suzie,  since  her  cleaning  supplies  outsider  to  minister.'  Twitter  feeds.  “We  could  really 

were  lost.  Washing  clothes  togeth-  Instead,  the  Millers  expert-  tell  that  people  were  praying." 
er  quickly  led  to  a  time  of  commu-  enced  the  life-altering  disaster  Suzie  said.  "There  was  such  an 
nity,  with  everyone  sharing  their  with  the  people  they-  love  and  uncanny  peace  in  the  midst  of 
stories  of  survival.  serve.  Without  cell  phone  access  everything  happening. 

The  community  shared  tools,  or  electricity,  they  heard  they  “f  think  it  is  the  grace  that  God 

gasoline,  food,  and  other  sup-  could  make  phone  calls  at  the  air-  gives  when  you  are  in  a  crisis  situa- 
plies  with  one  another.  Every-  port  On  Monday,  they  set  off  on  tion.  He  walks  through  it  with  you. 
one  shared  everything  they  had.  foot,  walking  for  several  miles.  Wejust  knew  God  was  in  control." 

Suzie  said.  They  found  their  beloved  The  Millers  boarded  a  mili- 

The  Millers'  church  is  located  city  decimated.  The  Millers  tarv  aircraft  on  Tuesday  for  Ma- 
or.  the  opposite  side  of  town,  and  walked  past  leveled  homes  nila,  where  they  are  recuperating 
thev  didn't  know  whether  it  sur-  and  corpses.  The  house  ar.J  making  plans  for  relief  work, 
vived.  On  Sunday,  four  church  next  to  theirs  was  gone.  Tin,  Staying  in  Tacloban  became  dan- 
members  walked  almost  five  miles  boards,  .nails,  and  wires  lit-  gerous  after  the  storm  passed,  as 
through  debris  and  dead  bodies  to  tered  the  streets.  They-  passed  tooting  and  violence  over  the  lack 
see  ifthe  Millers  and  other  church  a  home  that  had  caved  in.  The  of  food  is  increasing. 


TESTAMENT  -  International  Mission  Board  missionaries  Carl 
and  Suzie  Miller  rode  through  Typhoon  Haiyan  Nov.  8  in  their 
home  on  the  Tacloban  peninsula  in  Philippines.  (BP  photo  cour¬ 
tesy  of  IMB) 


Power  of  prayer 

Suzie  said  God  brought  a  Scrip¬ 
ture  verse  to  mind  during  the  ex¬ 
perience:  “Save  me,  O  God!  For 
the  waters  have  come  up  to  my 
neck"  (Psalm  69a,  ESV). 

“I  never  thought  about  literally  Suzie's  pink  pair.  Most  of  Carl's 
praying  that  prayer,"  she  said.  shoes  washed  away;  all  he  could 
The  water  level  in  the  Mill-  find  was  one  boot  so  he  bor¬ 
ers  split-level  home  rose  to  rowed  a  purple  sandal  of  Suzie’s 
more  than  seven  feet  deep,  to  wear  outside. 

They  watched  as  their  furniture  Of  200  books  the  Millers  own, 
bobbed  up  and  down.  a  copy  of  David  Jeremiah's  What 

"[We  were]  praying  for  God's  in  the  World  is  Going  On  was 
mercy,  but  also  realizing  if  we  plastered  on  the  wall.  Ine  dining 
didn’t  make  it.  we  chose  to  leave  room  table  floated  up,  remained 
Cebu  and  come  back,"  Suzie  re-  level,  and  then  floated  back  down 
counted.  “We  felt  verv  confident  as  the  water  eventually  receded, 
in  that  decision.  We  trusted  Him  Amazingly,  none  of  the  items  on 
to  take  care  of  us,  whatever  His  the  table  fell  off. 
will  was."  The  Millers' freezer  also  floated 

That  confidence  didn't  keep  through  their  home.  The  freezer 
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Sometime  ago  I  wrote  an  article  con¬ 
cerning  pastors  anti  their  respon¬ 
sibilities.  I  also  addressed  the  re¬ 
sponsibility  of  the  church  to  encourage 
and  follow  the  pastor  as  he  leads.  While 
there  are  no  perfect  pastors  and  no 
perfect  congregations,  a  large  majority 
of  pastors  are  right  hearted  and  caring 
shepherds  who  stay  focused  on  leading 
their  people  in  the  Jesus  way.  I  must 
say  that  there  are  also  a  large  number 
of  our  congregations  who  recognize  that 
and  want  to  be  a  part  of  doing  some¬ 
thing  magnificent  to  the  glory  of  Jesus. 

while  1  received  a  number  of  letters, 
calls  and  emails  concerning  that  article, 
the  response  that  was  of  the  greatest 
significance  to  me  personally  was  from 
one  of  our  precious  ladies.  She  was 
very  positive  about  the  article,  but  she 
pointed  out  to  me  that  one  thing  may 
have  been  left  out.  I  did  not  include 
anything  about  the  difficulty  of  being 
the  wife  of  the  pastor.  If  the  pastor  nas 
a  difficult  job,  being  the  wife  of  a  pastor 
is  difficulty  on  steroids.  I  entitled  this 
article  the  #1  Staff  Member  simply 
because  the  pastor's  companion  is  with¬ 
out  question  the  most  significant  person 
in  his  life  whether  he  is  trying  to  help 
raise  children  or  lead  a  church.  The  wife 
does  not  sign  on  to  be  a  staff  member, 
but  when  God  brings  the  two  of  them 
togrthersbe  becomes  more  significant 
in  what  Godis  going  to  do  through  the 
pastor'slife  than  either  she  or  be  can 


ever 

I 


r  imagine. 

l  have  been  blessed  all  of  mv  life  for  I 
have  been  influenced,  inspired,  affected 
and  corrected  by  a  pastors  wife.  Iwas 
raised  by  a  pastor’s  wife,  married  a  lady 
who  was  wining  to  be  a  pastor’s  wife. 


have  a  daughter-in-law  who  is  1 
her  pastor  husband  and  beyond  that  1 
twv«  toxiwu  trandrcda  of  wonderful,  gra¬ 
cious  ladies  who  are  tilling  that  impos¬ 
sible  task  with  grace  and  style  One  of 
the  things  that  complicates  the  role  of  the 
pastor’s  wife  is  the  total  package  that  they 
are  expected  to  be.  They  are  expected  to 
be  a  wonderful  person,  a  wife  to  a  hus¬ 
band  who  is  never  on  schedule,  maybe  a 
mom  to  a  number  of  children,  a  friend  to 


□hdl-x-.vt  inn.u. , /.if, 
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#1  Staff  Member 


people  who  need  someone  who  cares,  a 
church  member  who  is  expected  to  gp  to 
more  meetings  than  anyone  else  in  the 
church  except  her  husband  and  a  partici¬ 
pant  in  every  activity  that  comes  along. 

Beyond  that  she  may  have  a  full-time 
job  and  fill  a  role  of  a  professional  per¬ 
son.  Of  course,  she  is  expected  to  bm- 
ance  all  of  this,  give  at  least  36  hours  a 
day  in  the  Lora’s  service,  raise  wonder¬ 
ful,  gracious,  sweet-spirit,  and  bright 
children,  keep  her  husband  on  track 
and  smile  through  every  endeavor.  I 
am  sorry,  but  it  is  impossible  to  do. 

She  can  be  a  great  person  and  do  many 
things  but  she  cannot  do  everything 
that  everybody  expects  of  her.  Just 
think  with  roe  a‘ 


to  the  fact  that  his  wife  should  be  there 
helping  him  all  along  the  way. .  If  you 
hire  someone  to  head  up  food  s  rvices 
at  your  church,  probably  no  one  gives 
a  thought  to  the  fact  that  the  spouse  or 
children  should  be  involved  in  all  of  the 
preparation  and  serving  of  the  food. 
Even  the  wives  of  other  staff  members 
are  not  as  high  profile  or  expected  to  be 
everything  to  everybody  like  the  pas¬ 
tor’s  wife  is.  Yet  the  vote  that  was  taken 
on  him  to  come  and  be  the  shepherd  of 
the  flock  somehow  spreads  to  her.  It  is 
remarkable  that  so  many  of  them  are  so 
committed  to  the  Lord,  to  their  husband 

[that 


which  she  may  be  struggling. 

First,  she  is  uncalled  but  com¬ 
mitted.  Now  when  I  say  that  she  is  un¬ 
called  I  am  not  saying  that  God  doesn’t 
work  in  her  life  and  maybe  called  her  to 
a  special  life  of  ministry  with  her  hus¬ 
band.  But  whenever  the  church  voted 
to  ca!\  him  as  their  pastor,  the  major- 
'{y of  the  people  treat  the  wife  andthe 
children  as  though  they  are  just  a  part 
of  the  package.  That  is  a  non-spoken 
assumption  that  people  make,  and  it  is 
not  good.  If  a  church  is  in  a  position 
to  hire  a  maintenance  person  to  work 
full-time  fixing,  mending  and  repair¬ 
ing,  no  one  would  ever  give  a  thought 


degree 

of  unfairness. 

A  second  thing  that  often  be¬ 
comes  a  part  of  the  role  of  the  pas¬ 
tor’s  wife  is  that  she  is  generally 
uncompensated  but  caring.  The 

pastor's  wife  is  presumed  upon  prob¬ 
ably  more  than  anyone  in  the  church 
consistently  and  long-term.  While  other 
people  may  have  opportunity  to  decide 
whether  or  not  they  want  to  participate 
or  attend,  she  is  often  expected  to  be 
at  every  wedding,  funeral,  anniversary 
celebration,  worship  service  and  major 
event  whether  it  is  with  children,  youth, 
singles  or  senior  adults.  Often  she  is 
not  asked  whether  or  not  she  wants  to 


be  a  participant,  it  is  just  presumed  that 
she  can  and  will.  So  she  prepares  food 
for  some  special  things,  directs  wed¬ 
dings,  helps  with  setting  up,  entertains 
while  people  are  there  ana  then  offers 
to  help  with  the  cleanup.  All  of  which,  I 
am  sure  most  people  appreciate  but  for 
which  the  compensation  is  rare. 

A  third  issue  that  arises  is  that 
the  pastor’s  wife  is  rarely  com- 

flimented  but  always  constant. 

appreciate  so  much  one  of  our  fine 
ladies  calling  my  attention  to  what  I  had 
left  out  for  it  speaks  to  this  very  issue  of 
how  rarely  the  wife  of  the  pastor  may  be 
complimented.  The  people  may  show 
appreciation  and  thank  the  pastor  for 
leading,  praying  at  certain  civic  func¬ 
tions,  being  in  the  limelight  at  some 
gathering,  preaching  every  Sunday, 
and  leading  agroup  of  people  in  a  grief 
experience.  The  wonderful  spirit  in  his 
wife  may  well  be  making  a  bigger  differ¬ 
ence  than  anything  that  ne  says  or  does 
as  she  performs  the  wonder  of  making  a 
difference  in  people’s  homes  and  hearts 
again  and  again,  but  no  one  stops  to  say 
a  word  of  thanks. 

Ladies  and  gentlemen,  the  pastor 
and  his  wife  deserve  whatever  support, 
encouragement,  compliments  and  bless¬ 
ings  you  can  give.  Now  I  hope  that  you 
will  not  wait  until  Thanksgiving,  Christ¬ 
mas,  or  some  special  event  but  that  you 
will  start  right  now.  You  do  not  even 
have  to  wait  until  Sunday.  Call,  write  or 
do  something  special  for  your  pastor's 
wife.  Someone  may  think  or  say  that 
our  pastor’s  wife  does  not  do  all  of  those 
things  that  you  have  said.  My  response 
would  be  twofold.  No  one  is  capable 
of  doing  all  of  those  things.  I  assure 
you  that  she  is  doing  a  lot  more  to  try 
to  keep  body,  soul  and  the  work  of  God 
together  than  you  could  ever  imagine. 
She  deserves  your  blessings  and  praise. 
When  we  fail  to  do  so,  it  says  more 
about  us  than  it  does  about  her.  So  fig¬ 
ure  out  a  way  to  be  a  blessing  to  the  lady 
who  blesses  your  pastor. 

The  author  can  be  contacted  at  direc- 
tions@mbcb.org. 


College  News 


attrectedmore  tharl*^5  to  ^  °°  ■“  **  Vear  ^  ^  Christmas  on  tee 

The  rink  in  Madison,  Mi^b^rill  (toSbte  i^  w  ^  St°'V  °f  *he  Wrth  °f JeSUS’ 

bigger  facility  more  concerts  a  .  14,400  s<lU8r8-f8«  starting  in  mid-November  With  a 

150,000  visitors  will  make  their  wav  to  the^Ufeu'w,VWi  3nd  much  "Tore,  organizers  anticipate 

way  to  the  51-day  festival  beginning  its  second  season  on  November  16. 


WILLIAM  CAREY  UNIVERSITY  Aloha  Chi 
year,  and  will  be  formally  recognized  alono  "IT**1 8  Star  Chapter  for  the  2012-13  acaden 

Louts,  Mo.,  March  27-29.  Only  15  percent  of  the  mnr  r.^tar^Jlapters  81  the  national  convention  in  St. 

percent  of  the  more  then  300  Alpha  Chi  chapters  receive  this  honor 


Jim  Rosenblatt,  who  has 
provided  extraordinary 
service  as  dean  at  the 
MISSISSIPPI  COLLEGE 
School  of  Law  tor  more 
than  a  decade,  will  leave 
his  post  in  August  2014  to 
become  a  law  professor  on 
the  Jackson  campus.The 
leader  of'MC  Law  since 
August  2003  ranks  among 
the  USA’s  top  20  longest 
serving  law  deans. 
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Practical  Principles 


till  your  child  or 


tive  action  take  place  in  the  2014 
MS  Legislative  session. 

Gov.  Mike  Huckabee  also  sup¬ 
ports  Common  Core,  and  he  said 
on  June  3, 2013,  that  "States  and 
local  school  districts  wiD  deter¬ 
mine  how  they  want  to  teach  kids, 
what  curriculum  to  use,  and  which 
textbooks  to  use."  Lt  Gov.  Tate 
Reeves  made  a  similar  statement 
this  month  that  “if  you  dohl  like  ui 
the  books  that  your  kids  are  read¬ 
ing  in  school,  you  donfc  need  to  gd : 


him  and  die  violation  of  parental 
and  student’s  right  to  privacy  and 
religious  freedom. 

My  conclusion  called  for  hah- 


the  state.  store  that  we  know  of  has  quite 

I  also  received  a  letter  via  email  figured  out  hour  to  tksenmne  that 
bom  the  Mostra*  Department  because  it  varies  ^  muchfrom 

of  Education  (MDE)  that  I  made  district  to  district. 

“glaring  allegations"  and  “un-  My  response  to  this  is  that 

founds  cri&sns’  in  ray  article.  financial  stewardship  is  a  fun- 
After  I  examined  the  MDEs  damental  tenant  of  Christianity, 

claims,  none  of  them  were  valid  and  it  also  extends  to  the  realm 

HBSssSHEBi  ffi&Msrsa. 

in  such  a  way  to  make  and  then  point  or  ending  polnttothe  coat 

attack  a  mwepresentation  of  is  m  unethicaTapproach  to  an 

wr>p  /-•_! “Mr  educational  and  finanrial  intensive  intervention Jrom  the 

resoun»  to  fully  implement  MDE.  The  expectations  [are]  that 

sffiSESS*  asaadSSE1  snstsa 

have  to  work  doubly  hard  to  rise 
up  to  a  reasonable  mucL’ 

It.  Gov.  Tate  Reeves  agrees 
with  the  implementation  of 
Common  Core  standard  and  the 
PARCC  assessment  and  said  he 
will  “monitor'  it  Lt.  Gov.  Tate 
Reeves  also  said,  "You  are  going 
to  continue  to  hear  stories  of  kids 
who  perhaps  had  not  struggled  in 
the  past  that  are  struggling  now. 
That’s  because  we  are  raising  the 
standards,  we  are  making  it  more 
difficult.  I'm  convinced  that  over 
time  Mississippi  kids  will  rise  up 
and  meet  those  increased  level 


On  the  web 

For  an  axtanded  version 
of  this  column,  please  visit 
www.chrittianaction.com/ 
bk>o/com  merits/ com  mon_ 
cora_snd_tha_ms_depart- 
mant_of_education 


did  I  assure  you  fd  be  out  there 
somewhere  with  fairy  dust  sprin¬ 
kling  it  on  everybody." 

Along  these  same  lines  of  mys- 
•«»  «*.«*»«  tkad  solutions  for  unfolded  ideas, 

anv  natty  subject  acting  MS  Sfownntendent,  Dr. 

hwaycommis-  that  "If  I  were  able  to  waive  a 

sioner  to  teffme  i/l  really  saw  a  magic  wand,  I  wuW (have  umver- 

classes 


with  the 


on  discussing  these  issues  with 
them  is  irrelevant. 

But  I  actually  communicated 
with  MDE  employees  about  Com¬ 
mon  Core  at  a  meeting  I  attended 

on  August  iq,  2013,  sponsored 
and  iS  by  the  MDE.  I  spoke  di¬ 
rectly  with  them  and  some  of  my 
questions  were  addressed  at  the 
meeting.  My  question  is  in  bold 
below,  and  the  MDEs  reponse  is 
in  italics  and  a  reflection  follows. 

What  about  the  unfunded 
mandate  for  Common  Core 
State  Standards  and  tech¬ 
nology?  The  MDE,  Dr.  House, 
answered  this  by  saying,  "finding 
the  funding  for  technology -both 
hardware,  software,  infrastruc¬ 
ture  of  all  kinds  is  still  an  issue 

and  we  are  stdl  trying  to  deter¬ 
mine  what  the  pnee  tag  is.  No 


More  than  faiiy  dust,  magic 
wands,  data  manipulation  and 
rose-colored  glasses  wiD  be 
needed  when  it  comes  to  real¬ 
istically  improving  MS  school 
performance.  The  MDE  reported 
in  2013  that  60%  of  the  schools 
in  MS  graded  “C  or  krwer,  and 
92  received  an  "F."  Thirty  of  these 
failing  schools  are  toeing  a  state 
takeover  or  conservatorship.  U. 
Gov.  Tate  Reeves  also  recenth 
said  that  within  successful  school 
districts  there  are  45,000  children 
trapped  in  toiling  schools  A  ratio¬ 
nal  conclusion  to  these  comments 
is  that  if  students  in  failing  schools 


nationalized  education  standards 
are  reminiscent  (rf  nationalized 
healthcare.  This  time  it  is  educa¬ 
tion  nationalized  threwgh  “com¬ 
mon"  standards  and  nationalized 
testing  The  American  Federation 
of  Teachers  president  Randi  We- 
ingarten  recently  said,  “You  think 
the  Obamacare  implementation  is 
bad?  The  implementation  irf  the 
Common  Core  is  far  worse." 

How  will  CCSS  elevate 
lower  performing  schools 
to  higher  performance?  Dr. 
House  answered,  "What  we  are 
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TOOMSUBA  CHURCH.  LAUDERDALE  ASSOCIATION,  held  an  outreach  event  at  Lake  Tom  Bailey.  Meet 
Jesus  at  the  Lake,  with  20  church  members  and  80  from  the  community  attending. 


M«  CHURCH.  LEBANON  ASSOCIATION, 

IS  mlntotar  ol  music  Cherts*  Eric  Wright  to  the 

ministry  Nov.  10.  Shown  art  Bud  Swindon,  pa 
Klttrell,  Wright,  and  Ralph  Sanford. 


RANKM  ASSOCIATION  held  ita  121st  annual  meeting  it 
Orece  Church.  Brandon,  Oct  1Z  Guest  soloist  was  Candy 
lee  Dobbs  and  guedt  speMar  wee  Ron  Meeks  Blue  Mou* 
tain  College.  Shown  are  AMO  Allen  Stephens  and  Meeks 


HARMONY  CHURCH.  LINCOLN 
COUNTY,  held  pastor  appreciation  Sun¬ 
day  Oct.  27.  Shown  is  pastor  Owen  King, 
who  has  been  pastor  for  five  years.  King, 
received  a  plaque  commemorating  the 


JUNIPER  GROVE  CHURCH.  POPLARVILLE. 
ordained  Rob  Hunt  to  the  gospel  ministry  Oct  2 
Is  the  church's  youth  paster.  Shown  is  Hunt  and 

Breaux  Tegeant. 


c.ORSuT  CHURCH.  MANTACHIE.  ordained 
Toec  Wood*  ,nd  Duane  Cayson  as  deacons  Oct. 
13.  Shown  are  Shelly  Woods,  Woods,  Cayson,  and 
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MORRISON  CHAPEL  CHURCH.  CEDAR  GROVE  CHURCH. 
CLEVELAND,  ordained  Zachary  Me-  COLUMBIA,  ordained  Nakia  Forten- 
Cain  as  associate  student  pastor  Oct  berry  as  deacon.QM.  27.  Shown  are 
20.  Shown  are  pastor  JohnThomas,  Fortenberry  andTodd  Sumralf. 
Adrienne  McCain,  and  McCain. 

In  othar  Church  Nows: 

>  Southside  Church,  Vicksburg,  is  hosting  The  Men  of  Music  in  concert 
Nov.  24,  6  p.m.  Love  offering. 

>  Trinity  Church,  Hemando,  will  host  the  Dixie  Echoes  in  concert  Nov.  22,  7 
p.m.  Love  offering. 
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land.  (BP  photo) 

Christians  ‘easy  targets  for 
extremists  in  war-torn  Syria 


killed  were  reported  by  the  lo-  sibje.  That  sthe  haixlertA»e  |uy 
cal  Syriac  Orthodox  metropoli-  stiH  made  used  to  call  me  Dad  as 
tan,  who  presided  over  30  of  1  taught  him  about  democracy, 
their  funerals  this  week,  to  be  Shea  wrote  that  Syria  s  top 
Christian  civilians,  including  Catholic  ,  leader,  Gregonos  Ul 
women  and  children.’  Laham,  the  Me&ite  Gr«k  Cath- 

SL  Theodore’s  Syriac  Ortho-  olic  patriarch  of  Antioch  and  aB 
dox  Church,  along  with  other  the  East,  estimates  more  than 
churchee  and  a  monastery,  have  450.000  of  Syria's  roughly  175*2 
been  desecrated.  Shea  wrote,  million  Christians  have  fled  then- 
and  about  2,500  families  have  homes  since  2011. 
fled  Sadad.  Rebels  allied  with  al-  Hanna  wrote  to  Open  Doors 
Qaeda  have  not  been  shy  about  USA  that  she  and  her  husband 
imposing  their  harsh  view  of  Is-  struggled  with  that  decision.  As 
lam  on  areas  under  their  control,  a  mother  and  as  a  wife  I  want  to 
ueaiau  The  town  of  Raqqa,  CNN  leave,  but  ass  Christian! I  w«it  to 
Hanna  reported,  formerly  was  one  of  stay.  Every  time  my  husband  and 

.  Syria's  most  liberal  cities  before  1  pray,  God  gives  us  a  burden  on 

Islamist  radicals  took  over.  Now  our  heart:  stay  in  Syria 
locals  call  H  Ton  Bora.  ‘He  has  things  to  do  for  us 

After  attacks  by  Assad's  re-  here.  God  will  bleas  Syria,  know 
rime  on  the  town,  moderate  reb-  this  for  sure.  He  is  already 
els  were  pushed  aside  by  foreign  blessing  us.  Every  time  we  go 
•-  ••  *  's  from  the  Islamic  to  church,  the  church  is  full; 

and  Syria  (ISIS),  a  people  come  together  in  times 
ip  with  links  to  al-  of  despair.' 
started  indoctrinat-  Many  new  refugees  from 
with  their  extreme  Muslim  backgrounds  are  ap- 
am.  Edicts  began  pearing  at  her  church,  she  wrote, 
on  the  town  walls.  They  say  they  have  lost  every- 

_ _ _ _  No  cameras.  Worn-  thing  but  in  Jesus  have  found 

en  could  not  walk  alone  or  style  what  is  most  important, 
or  show  their  hair.  The  situation  is  hand, 

A  man  called  Adnan,  whose  Hanna  wrote,  but  we  are  Uv- 
changed  for  fear  of  ing  by  faith.” 


when  you  walk  the  streets  you 
set  tile  traces  of  the  battle:  little 
fires  all  over  the  streets.  Also  in 
our  house  you  see  the  traces  of 
the  war.  we  already  noticed  a 
bullet  hole  in  our  guest  room,  but 
recently  1  also  discovered  one  in 
the  room  of  my  girds.’ 

As  the  conflict  between  Pres¬ 
ident  Bashar  al-Assad’s  forces 
and  rebel  fighters  rages  on,  the 
country’s  Christians  fear  they 
are  becoming  easy  targets  for 
Islamic  extremists. 

’In  fact  attacks  on  churches 
happen  a  lot  now.  The 

targeting  Christians,'  - 

wrote.  Many  of  them  are  killed 
or  kidnapped  When  they  are 
kidnapped  they  ask  their  fami¬ 
lies  for  ransom  or  they  force 
them  to  convert  to  Islam.  Wom¬ 
en  are  often  raped. 

"The  people  that  return  from 
such  events  are  traumatized.  One 
of  the  men  I  know  that  came  back  militant^ 
from  a  kidnapping  didn't  speak  a  " 
word  since  he  came  back.  He  is 
crying  a  lot.  Nobody  knows  what 
happened  to  him." 

Nina  Shea,  who  directs  the 
Hudson  Institute's  Center  for 
Religious  Freedom,  wrote  in  the 
National  Review  Online  about 
the  plight  of  Syria's  Christians,  name  was 
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Revivals  &  Homecomings 

►  F«lrvi*w  Church.  Indi-  ►  Concord  Church.  Smith 

•not*:  140th  homecoming.  County:  160th  anniversary, 
Nov.  24;  service,  10:30  a.m.,  Nov.  24;  worship  service,  11 
followed  by  lunch.  a.m.,  followed  by  lunch. 


1  by  lunch. 


Submission  Guidelines 

The  Baptist  Record  is  phased  to  publ 


s  pleased  to  publish  news  and 
ftems  that  take  place  in  cooperating 


churches  of  the  Misaiaaippi  Baptist  Convention.  News  items 
and/or  photographs  depicting  benefits  and  activities  for  secular 
or  outside  organizations  wiM  not  be  published. 

Preferred  method:  news  may  be  submitted  electronically 
to  the  email  address  below,  and  must  be  included  in  the 
message  segment  of  an  email  form  Secondary  method:  news 
may  be  typewritten  or  neatly  printed  on  8  1/2  by  11-inch  paper 
and  mailed.  AS  articles  most  be  received  in  writing:  no  articles 
will  be  accepted  over  the  telephone.  Due  to  ever-present  virus 
threats,  no  text  attachments  will  be  accepted.  Photograph 
attachments  in  JPEG  format  are  permissible. 

Please  make  articles  concise  Include  the  who.  what.  when, 
where  details  of  the  story,  along  with  a  contact  person's 
address  and  telephone  number 

Photographs  must  be  submitted  electronically  via  email,  as 
attachments  in  JPEG  format  Hard  copy  photographs  mailed 
through  the  postal  service  will  no»  he  accepted.  Photographs 
must  be  clear,  sharp,  and  welHighted  Photographs  must  depict 
people  No  landscape-,  building-,  or  object-only  photographs 
will  be  printed  Photographs  containing  inappropriate  gestures 
and  objectionable  clothing  will  not  be  published  Cell  phone 
photographs  and  other  low  resolution  items  that  do  not 
reproduce  well  on  newsprint  are  generally  not  publishable 

There  is  no  guarantee  that  news  items  and/or  photographs 
will  be  published,  and  unsolicited  material  will  not  be 
acknowledged.  All  news  items  are  subject  to  editing,  and  all 
photographs  are  subject  to  cropping  News  items  and/or 
photographs  can  be  published  one  time  only  Deadline  for 
submitting  news  is  one  week  prior  to  requested  publication 
date.  Articles  that  are  not  date-sensitive  will  be  published  on 
a  space-available  basis  These  guidelines  are  not  meant  to  be 
exhaustive 

Submit  news  to  The  Baptist  Record.  P.O  Bax  530.  Jackson. 
MS  392060630  FAX:  (601)  292  33 30  E-mail:  baptistrecord* 
mbcb.org. 


Bible  campaign  going  strong; 
still  enough  time  to  get  involved 
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NASHVILLE  (BP)  -  Through  the  end  of  Novem¬ 
ber,  customers  at  LifeWay  Christian  Stores  can 
help  send  Bibles  to  individuals  thousands  of  miles 
away.  In  a  joint  venture  called  The  Thomas  Proj¬ 
ect,  LifeWay  stores,  B&H  Publishing,  and  the 
International  Mission  Board  are  aiming  to  print 
and  distribute  at  least  100,000  Bibles  to  people  in 
South  Asia,  many  of  whom  do  not  have  Scripture 
in  their  own  Hindi  language. 

Named  for  the  disciple 
of  Jesus  who  is  believed  to 
have  been  the  first  Chris¬ 
tian  missionary  to  the  re¬ 
gion,  the  initiative  invites 
customers  at  LifeWay’s 
186  stores  to  purchase 
a  Bible  for  five  dollars  to 
send  to  South  Asia. 

The  Thomas  Project  is 
akin  to  the  small  collection 
boxes  that  have  been  placed 
at  LifeStore  store  registers 
for  world  hunger  relief  and 
other  mission  causes  over 
the  years. 

B&H,  LifeWay’s  track 
books  division,  worked  out 
the  details  of  printing  Bibles 


Fuller  told  of  a  customer  who  purchased  three 
Bibles  for  The  Thomas  Project  on  a  Monday.  While 
working  in  her  garden  the  following  Friday  morning, 
she  feh  led  by  God  to  return  to  the  LifeWay  store,  snfi 
with  dirt  on  her  hands,  to  buy  too  more. 

“I  can  only  imagine  that  God  used  her  time  dig¬ 
ging  in  the  dirt  that  day  to  make  her 
realize  she  had  the  opportunity  to 
plant  more  eternally  significant 
seeds  and  prompted  her  to  return,” 
Fuller  said. 

LifeWay  stores  not  only  are  sell- 


in  South  Asia,  with  LifeWay’s 
retail  stores  providing  the  av¬ 
enue  to  reach  individuals  in 
the  U.S.  with  the  opportunity. 

Bob  Fuller,  a  retail  store  ais 
trict  director,  said  the  project  ii 
“a  wonderful  example  of  how 
all  the  diversity  of  LifeWay  can 
come  together  in  perfect  alignment  to  advance  the 
cause  of  the  Gospel.' 

Based  on  donations  so  lar,  Fuller  is  confident  they 
will  far  exceed  the  goal,  “once  again  demonstrating 
that  God  is  able  to  00  far  above  and  beyond  all  that 
we  ask  or  think.” 

William  McGregor,  also  a  retail  store  district  di¬ 
rector,  shared  a  story  of  a  customer  in  Colorado 
buying  $1,000  worth  of  Bibles  for  a  prison  minis¬ 
try.  Turning  in  his  LifeWay  Rewards  card  saved  him 
$300  on  his  purchase. 

After  he  was  asked  about  donating  a  Bible  to  The 
Thomas  Project,  the  customer  said,  *1  liked  the  first 
total  better.  Why  don't  we  make  up  the  difference 
with  that  project  you  were  talking  about?” 

"I  thought  he  had  to  be  joking,"  McGregor  said 


One  of  the  seven  teams  or¬ 
ganized  by  LifeWay  in  2014 
will  be  connected  with  The 
Thomas  Project.  Because  of 
the  unique  nature  of  the  trip 
to  South  Asia,  most  of  the  16 
team  members  will  be  from 
the  retail  division  and  B&H, 
with  four  from  four  different 
retail  stores  —  Texas,  Utah, 
South  Carolina,  and  Virginia. 

Fuller  will  be  leading,  the 
team  and  &id  his  porvioes-ex' 
perieuct  iif  Snfitfi  Aaaded  him-' 
to  quickly  agree  to  Ke  a  part  of 
the  trip,  caning  it  a  “tremen- 


"I’ve  seen  firsthand  both 
the  deep  need  for  and  genuine 
acceptance  of  the  Gospel  in  that  fascinating  part 
of  the  world,”  he  said.  “In  spite  of  the  multitude  of 
world  religions  that  dominate  throughout  that  re¬ 
gion,  there  is  a  wonderful  openness  and  responsive¬ 
ness  to  the  Gomel.” 

The  team  will  visit  locations  strategically^selected 
by  die  International  Mission  Board  and  work  with 
local  church  leaders  and  believers  to  distribute  the 
Bibles.  Additionally,  they  will  be  involved  in  direct 
evangelism  and  training. 

Fuller  said  LifeWay  store  customers  who  aid  the 
trip  through  The  Thomas  Project  will  make  “an  eter¬ 
nal  difference  in  the  life  of  whomever  eventually  re¬ 
ceives  the  Bible  they  purchased.” 

Individuals  interested  in  helping  with  The  Thom¬ 
as  Project  can  go  to  any  LifeWay  Christian  Store  or 
visit  LjfeWay.com/ThomasProject. 


Truth  is  not  relative. 

Find  it  in  the  One  who  is  the  way,  trulh,  and  life. 

Simply  share  the  following  prayer  with  God 
in  your  own  words: 
1.  Lord,  I  admit  lhal  I  need  you.  (I  have  sinned.) 
^  2.  I  want  forgiveness  for  my  sins 

and  freedom  from  eternal  death.  (I  repent.) 
I.  1  believe  jesus  died  and  rose  from  the 
grave  to  forgive  my  sins  and  to  restore 
my  relationship  with  you. 
(I  believe  in  |esus.) 
By  faith.  I  invite  Jesus  Christ  into  my  life. 
n^UMSfimfe  on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  loving  relationship 
fPwi  Him.  (I  receive  Christ  as  my  Savior  and  Lord.) 
/tttumd  him,  lo  them  lie  q.iic  the  ri/fhl  In  lieinme  ihildrcn  of 
Cod,  even  lo  thine  who  believe  in  hi s  name."  (/ohn  1:1  Jt 
If  vou  make  a  decision  for  Chris)  today,  tonlat I  a  local  Southern  Baptist  <hur<b 

for  spiritual  guidance. 
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Dr.  Rory  Le« ,  Eatcutive  Director 

PO.  Box  27 

Clinton  MS  39060-0027 
(6t  1)922-2242 
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A  portion  of  The  VAsqs  View  is  allocated 
each  month  to  a  list  ol  Gifts  ol  Honor  and 
Memory  Many  groups  and  individuals 
elect  io  pay  tribute  to  others  through  this 
sensitive.  meaningful  and  helpful 
medium  This  feature  is  hopefully  de^ 
signed  to  further  honor  with  taste  and  re- 


SEPTEMBER  *013 

MEMORIALS 

Mr.  Floyd  Edward  Fuqua,  Jr. 
Cecil  ft  Penny 
Washington 
Mr  Charles  W. 
Holmes  ut  bflft  OO 
Ms  Elizabeth  Taylor 
■  •  1 ;?  Ret*,  k  Mrs.  Jimmy 


Tee  It  Laurel  Travis 
Ms.  Bobbi  B.  Adcock 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Louis  P. 
ChaMaot 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  Randall 
M.Sewall 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  Joe  Earl 
Watford 
Helen  M.  Garrard 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  Jerry 
Selby 
Mr.  Allen  Gotey 

Mrs.  Dot  G.  Griffin 
Mr.  E.J.  Grisham,  Sr. 


Mr.  k  Mrs.  Voyce  H. 
Bailey 

Mr.  Bob  C.  Sauer 
Mr.  Luther  M. 
Hamilton,  Jr. 

Mr.  Tiro  Glenn 
Mrs.  Anne  Martin 
Campbell 
Mrs.  Harold 
Hutchison 
Mrs.  Mere  C.  Hall 
Ms.  Dorothy 
Willoughby 
Ms.  Jimmie  L  Ward 
Ms.  Joyce  Barnett 
Ms.  Mary  H.  Treloar 
Ms.  Rebecca  M. 
Grantham 
Ms.  Rosie  V. 
Woodward 
Steve  k  Brenda 
Hubbard 
Margaret  Meyer 
Joe  Bush 
Marilyn  Davis 
Billy  Cook 


Mrs.  Mattie  Ruth  Holliday 

Ms.  Nancy  F.  Patrick 
William  Slater  Hollis 

Hon.  &  Mrs.  Jess  H. 
Dickinson 
Pete  Huber 

Ray  &  Alana  Greer 
Carl  A  Hudson 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  David  F. 
Townsend 
Mr.  Ray  Hughes 

Ms.  Nancy  F.  Patrick 
Ryan  Jackson 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  David  R. 
Jones 
Tommy  Johnson 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  John  W. 
Potter 
Mr.  Carl  Kellogg 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  Gene 
Cryder 

Bobby  Kendrick 

HoDy  K.  Camevale  k 
Kelly  K.  Hill 
Shirley  Kennedy 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  Michael 
Forrest 
Ruth  Poss  Keyes 

Ms.  Lynda  L  Allen 
Sue  Kimbrell 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  James 
Paul  Robinson 
Janet  Jacoby  Kombrek 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  Perry  E. 
Atherton 

Kenneth  H.  Komegay 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  Frank  O. 
Crosthwait,  Jr. 

Mrs.  Margaret  Lancaster 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  R.  N. 

Humphreys 

Mrs.  Faye  Sawyer  Landrum 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  William 
D.  Seagruve 
Faye  Sawyer  Landrum 

Ms.  Glenda  H. 
Spraybeny 
Mr.  Kenneth  Lee 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Franklin 
F.  Hughes 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Tommy 
McDonald 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Troy  Lee 
Mary  Lena  Lee 

Mrs.  Kenneth  E.  Lee 
Robert  Long 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  Larry 
Burkheimer 
Tim  Loveless 

Ms.  Nadine  S. 
Loveless 
Carolyn  Lnby 

Co.  Ed.  11  SSC.  FBC 
Flora 
Marie  Madden 

Arlington  Heights  BC 
Joyful  Hearts  SSC 
A  J.  Mangum 

Ms.  Alma  G.  Smith 
Mrs.  Willie  Mae  Maxry 

Mr.  *  Mrs.  Curtis  A 
Buchanan 


Mr  ft  Mrs.  Gwendell 

Scott  ft  Lane  Staines 

Mrs.  Maxine  McCool 

Pearson 

David  Dykes 

Ingram  L  Foster  SSC. 

Ms.  Martha  Carole 

Mrs.  Christie  Chunn  Halderman 

Prentiss  BC 

Jones 

Conway  BC 

Mrs.  Vera  A  McDonald 

FBC  Clinton  Prayer 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jimmy 

Mrs.  S.  P.  Ball 

Ministry 

Jenkins 

Mrs.  Maxine  McNeill 

Ida  Mae  McCoy 

Mrs.  Lola  Mae  H ilium 

Mrs.  Lucille  H.  Harris 

Norma  Neal 

Mr.  Robert  T.  Jeffries 

Carson  Owen  Memtt 

Lynn  McCoy 

Sherrill  D.  Hanberry 

Mr  B.K.  Smith.  Jr. 

Carey  McCoy 

Adult  3  SSC,  Unity  BC 

Mrs.  Presley  Mae  Miller 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Ba scorn 

Mrs.  Dorothy  Heggins 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Robert  L 

Worley 

Spring  Hill  BC 

Fortenberry - 

Mr.  ft  Mrs  Billy  Bates 

Babe  Hendrix 

William  R.  Mills 

Mr  ft  Mrs.  Charles  R. 

Mr  ft  Mrs.  Allen  W. 

Ms.  Marion  H  Mills 

Wilbanks 

Clark 

John  Berry  Mitchell 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Kendal 

Ms.  ApriUe  Hodges 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Larry  P. 

Douglas 

Dr.  ft  Mrs.  Robert  M. 

Franklin 

Mr  ft  Mrs.  Paul  M. 

Hanvey 

Mrs.  Letha  Mae  Letson  Mitchell 

Rankin 

Annie  Belle  Hogue 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Danny  L 

Mr  ft  Mrs.  Ralph  M. 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  James  A 

Dilworth  * 

Taylor 

Alford 

Ms.  Joy  D.  Rhodes 

The  Dewitt  Howell 
Family 

Larry  King  Body 
Shop.  LLC 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Billy  L 
Rider 

Mr.  James  E. 

Newcomb 
Ms.  Elsie  Allen 
Mrs.  Pauline  Moore 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  Jimmy 
Jenkins 
Mr.  LG.  Moss 

Mr.  Robert  T.  Jeffries 

Nan  Moss 

Mr.  Russell  A  Barnett 
Mr.  Glyn  Mott 

Ladies  Ill  SSC. 
Friendship  BC 
Dr.  Charles  Myers 

Bill,  Ann  Marie  k 
Leianne  Loveless 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Steve 
Weeks 

Mr.  J.  C.  ’Jake’  Nelson 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Q.C. 
Howard 
Mr.  Harold  Nowell 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Jimmy 
Jenkins 
Ryan  O’Keefe 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  Andy 
Oakes 

Hank  Peebles 

Mrs.  W.  A  Oncken 
Mrs.  Patricia  Perry 

Ms.  Regina  G.  Spears 
Sledge 

Larry  Peterson 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  James  C. 
Steele 
Betty  Petty 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  Lester 
Herrington 


Teens  from  EBENEZER  BAPTIST  CHURCH  IN 

HOLMES  COUNTY  held  a  canned  food  drive 
to  help  fill  the  pantries  at  The  Baptist  Children's 
Village.  They  collected  canned  fruits  and  veg¬ 
etables.  along  with  other  non-perishable  food  and 
delivered  those  items  to  The  BCV  headquarters  in 
Ridgeland. 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  David 
Foreman 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  James 
Foreman  and  Family 
Ms.  Betty  M.  Smith 
Rev.  Joe  Jackaon 
J.  M.  "Russ"  Russell 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Hershel  G. 
Turner 

Billy  Scott 

Mr.  Joseph  A  Combs, 
III 

Rev.  Ted  Shepherd 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Curtis  A 
Buchanan 
Dr.  Robert  Shideler 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Ernest  L 
Scruggs 


Brewer 

Mrs.  Dorothy  Rhine* 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jimmy 
Jenkins 


Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Estes  L 
Carwyie 
Linda  Pickle 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  James  A 
Alford 

Lela  Pope 

Arlington  Heights  BC 
Mrs.  Marjorie  Ramshur 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Bobby 
Reed 

Bob  Randle 

Dr.  ft  Mrs.  James  H. 


The  James  Gardner 
Family 
Mr.  Henry  Riser 

Ms.  Nancy  F.  Patrick 
Mrs.  Eva  Roberson 

Bobby  ft  Faye  Ellis 
Bruce  Ellis 
Kevin  ft  Kristy  Ellis 
and  Family 
Ricky  Rollins 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  W.  M. 
McElroy 
Wilhelm ina  Rollins 


CHECK  OUT  OUR  NEW  WEB  SITE 


Baptist  Children’s  Village  has  a  new  web  site  and  we  invite  you  to 

visit  www.bapHstchildrensvillage.com  There  you  will  find 
our  new  video,  historical  information,  contact  information  for  each 
campus,  a  new  and  improved  online  donation  form,  information 
on  how  to  connect  with  the  ministry  and  much  much  more! 


Dealing  with  Death?  •  John  1 1:21-27,  33-44 

One  common  thread  that  we  each  in  the  life  and  teachings  of  Christ  Unbe-  lesson  by  way  of  thefamiliar  story  of  Mar 
share  is  the  lasting  impact  of  death  and  lievers  are  filled  with  questions.  The  excit-  tha,  Mary  and  the  death  of  their  brother 
the  effect  it  leaves  on  all  of  us.  Death  does  ing  thing  is,  we  know  the  answer  to  their  Lazarus.  Theologian  Frederick  Buechnei 
not  discriminate.  No  matter  a  person’s  greatest  questions!  The  answer  is  Christ,  offers  keen  insight  into  this  passage,  Reac 
background,  socio-economic  standing.  Obviously,  we  should  not  attempt  to  min-  his  words: ‘And  finally  there  was  Loza 
culture  or  religious  beliefs;  death  wm  imize  someone's  questions  or  concerns,  rus,  the  friend  from  Bethany  whomht 
eventually  take  the  life  of  someone  we  but  we  will  discov  er  that  our  intellect  can-  loved  and  whose  sisters  he  loved.  Wher 
love  deeply.  Death,  no  doubt  will  visit  us  not  satisfy  their  greatest  needs.  Only  Je-  word  was  brought  Jo  him  that  Lazarw 
if  the  Lord  chooses  to  wait  in  His  return,  sus  and  the 
The  subject  of  death  is  not  one  any  of  us  do  that.  But 
like  to  talk  about  or  ponder.  Some  have  still,  we  are 
the  attitude  of  film  maker  Woody  Allen,  left  with 
Allen  once  said,  "Tra  not  afraid  of  death;  the  reality 
I  just  don't  want  to  be  there  when  it  hap-  of  death, 
pens.”  We  all  can  appreciate  the  slight  The  fact  re- 
humor  in  that  statement,  but  we  are  still  mains  that 
left  with  the  reality  of  death.  The  past  few  one  day, 
weeks  we  have  been  using  chapters  7-10  a  day  un¬ 
in  the  Gospel  of  John  to  answer  impor-  known  to 
tant  questions.  1  hope  as  you  read  the  all  of  us  ex- 
Scripture,  you  will  keep  in  mind  the  value  cept  God, 
of  your  questions.  death  will  a 

Too  many  Christians  shun  questions,  reach  into  ( 

As  1  have  written  before,  questions  are  neighbors,  1 
the  sign  of  an  honest  and  growing  faith.  1  In  fact,  the 
find  myself  always  wrestling  with  a  ques-  someone,  tt 
tion  or  two.  If  you  have  questions,  you  will  This  talk 
hopefully  want  the  answers.  Good  teach-  a  morbid  01 
ers  raise  useful  questions.  The  good  news  vernation  ol 
is  that  most  of  tne  answers  can  be  found  counter  the 


with  Bobby  McKay 


who  have  tried  long  to  be  happy  without  (5)  He  is  our  bountiful  benefactor  as  we 
God  will  at  last  find  that  their  only  happi-  are  the  sheep  of  his  pastures.  He  made  us, 
ness  is  in  God.  maintains  us,  and  gjvea  us  all  good  things 

(2)  That  He  is  our  creator.  "It  is  He  to  enjoy  .  ,  , 

who  has  made  us  and  not  we  ourselves.  (6)  He  is  a  God  of  infinite  mercy  and 

He  gave  us  our  being,  for  we  could  not  goodness.  Infinite  means  everlasting,  as  a 
make  ourselves.  fountain  that  cannot  run  dry. 

(3)  He  is  our  rightful  owner,  and  we  are  (7)  His  truth  endures  to  all  genera- 
to  be  devot-  (jons  an(j  no  word  from  Him  shall  fall  to 

o  His  the  ground  and  disappear.  This  promise  is 

•  ,a?d  sure  from  age  to  age 

■etobe  This  Psalm  of  love  and  praise  teaches  us 

®edof  that  the  Lord  is  God  and  we  are  his  people. 

v  tv  Psalm  100  contains  a  promise  of  Chris 
1.  1"e  tianity  as  winter  at  its  close  contains  the 
®  promise  of  spring.  It  can  put  us  in  the 

;rel£j  mood  for  worshiping  as  if  the  saints  and 

“|2  angels  have  joined  us  to  celebrate  and 
rn  praise  the  Lord,  and  makes  us  want  to 

oHim  abide  in  His  presence  and  find  the  expen- 
nraiw  ence  to  be  restorative.  Should  we  seek  the 
Wm  depths  of  his  love?  Yes.  Will  we  ever  know 
avenli-  the  depth  of  his  love?  No.  not  as  long  as 
nmuta-  we  are  earthbound. 

Ime'at-  Gibson  is  a  member  of  Monticello 
e  more  Church,  Monticello. 


Studies  for  Life 

t h  Evelyn  Gibson 


gether  and  shared  what  food  and 
supplies  remained  in  their  vil¬ 
lage.  The  village  name,  Bangon, 
means,  “rise  up”  in  the  Cebuano 
language.  The  villagers  say  they 
are  people  who  indeed  nse  up 
from  catastrophes. 

“That  is  wfiat  we  are,”  Wilma 
Booc,  Michaels  mother,  says. 
“Our  name  gives  us  hope."  They 
will  rise  up,  they  say.  They  are 
asking  for  help  to  lighten  their 
burden  and  load.  They  know  they 
cannot  do  it  alone. 

“We  pray  God  will  hear  our 
prayers  and  help  will  come.” 
Wilma  says. 
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President  taps  So.  Baptist  leader  to  pray  for  him 


WASHINGTON  ISP)  -  U.S. 
President  Barack  Obama's  re¬ 
quest  of  Russel)  D.  Moore  was 

an  opportunity  for  the  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  ethidst  to  apply 
the  Bible's  teaching  on  how 
Christians  relate  to  govern¬ 
mental  authorities. 

During  a  meeting  on  Nov.  13 
in  the  Orel  Office  at  The  White 
House  in  Washington,  D.C., 
with  religious  leaders,  Obama 
asked  Moore,  president  of  the 
Ethics  &  Religious  liberty  Com¬ 
mission  (ERLC)  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  in  Nashville, 
to  pray  for  him. 

The  request  was  “a  joy," 
Moore  said.  "We  disagree, 
sharply,  on  some  very  impor¬ 
tant  issues,  but  the  Bible  calls 
on  us  to  pray  for  our  leaders 
and  to  show  honor  where  honor 
is  due.  I  stand  on  the  other  side 
of  the  president  on  many  mat¬ 
ters,  but  I  love  him  and  pray  for 
God's  wisdom  and  discernment 
and  direction." 

The  President  made  the  re¬ 
quest  of  Moore  during  a  meet- 


"We  disagree, 
sharply,  on  some  very 
important  issues,  but 
the  Bible  calls  on  us 
to  pray  for  our  leaders 
and  to  show  honor 
where  honor  is  due. 
I  stand  on  the  other 
side  of  the  president 
on  many  matters,  but 
I  love  him  and  pray 
for  God's  wisdom 
and  discernment  and 
.  direction." 


White  House  and  Congress  in 
the  jffbrt. 

"My  message  to  the  President 
is  that  there  are  many  things 


Moore 


LifeWay  Research:  Pastors  moving  toward  immigration  reform 

PI  MASHVRIE  (BP) -Nearly  sixin  10  senior  pastors  Evangelicals,  Southern  Baptist  Convention, 


that  includes  a  path  to  citizenship,  according  to  a  met  with  President  Obama  Nov.  13  to  discuss 
nmv  survey  from  LifeWay  Research,  a  division  of  immigration  reform. 

LifeWsy  Qiririian  Resources  of  the  Southern  Bap-  About  one  in  five  Hispanic  Americans  (22*f 
tat  Convention  headquartered  m  Nashville.  identify  themselves  as  Protestants,  according  to  the 

Many  of  tbe  pastors  hope  reform  will  help  them  Pew  Hispanic  survey . 
minister  to  more  Hispanic  Americans,  but  few  Alejandro  Mandea,  national  director  of  Immi- 
say  the  regret  immigration  system  hurts  current  grant  Hope,  a  Minneapolis-based  nonprofit  that 
members  of  their  churches.  trains  churches  00  how  to  assist  immigrants,  has 

■  ^  P0*1  of.u9cr7.  Protestant  been  working  on  immigration  reform  for  a  decade, 

cnuwftto,  conducted  Sept  4-19.  comes  as  tmmi-  Protestant  pastors  and  groups  like  the  National  As- 
gratkia  reform  hasrtaM  on  Capitol  Hill.  The  U-S.  sociation  ofErangelicals  onoe  were  reluctant  to  get 
P***  summer  that  includes  involved  in  immigration  issues.  That’s  changed,  he 
ap^  to  citizenship,  but  a  U.S.  House  of  Represen-  said,  as  Amerioncuhure  and  congregifoonshtve 
tativm  version  of  the  bill  seems  dead.  become  more  diverse. 

*Ve  “*'"=«»  «  evw  going  to  confer-  "A  lot  of  congregations  have  realized  that  they 

enoe  on  the  Senate  bdl’  Speaker  oftiw  House  John  are  now  on  amnoon  field,"  Mandes  said,  noting 
Bodmer  told  reporters  on  Nov,  13.  that  churches  wffl  continue  to  assist  immigrants 

^  totheUfeWty  Research  survey,  58*  even  if  Congress  puts  reform  on  hold.  "Earmejiis 

of  Protestant  pastcrs  agree  with  the  statement:  I  not  about  politics.  It  is  about  the  Great  Commission 
am  in  favor  of  immigration  reform  that  indudes  a  and  the  Great  Commandment,"  he  said 

^  ^  a>nw>tiy  in  the  Only  15%  of  pastore  say  members  of  their  congre- 

getions  are  hurt  by  the  immigration  system.  Mean- 
Immigration  reform  will  help  our  church,  denomi-  while,  pastors  in  the  Northeast  (57%)  and  Midwest 
’£*?*"*  (49*)  Eythrir church  isn't  negatory  impacted  by 

ty°rs  say  y. *re.“>ftvPT °( “2:  *e  current  immigration  system,  compared  to  the 
migration  reform  with  a  path  to  citizenship,  67*  South  (43%)  and  West  (33%). 

^eertwiUhdp  thor  church,  denomination,  or  Twenty-seven  percent  say  immigration  reform 
movement  reach  Hispamc  Amencans.  would  help  church  members. 

“Many  Protestant  churches  are  predominantly 
^  United  composed  of  one  ethnic  group,’  said  Scott  Me- 
Methodwt  Church,  have  passed  resolutions  in  favor  Connell,  vice  president  of  LifeWay  Research. 

1  j  "Therefore,  many  pastors  do  not  have  immigrant 

Several  national  faith  leaders,  including  rep-  members,  much  less  members  who  are  personally 

*  esentativex  from  th#»  Natmna  Acctviitmn  of  _ . _ _  .  "  .  J 


